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As one estate. announces an end to guest stalking, Charles Smith-Jones
asks how this will benefit the deer — which will still be culled anyway

he Durrell Wildlife
Conservation Trust took

the lease on the 18,500-acre
Dalnacardoch Estate in
Perthshire two years ago to establish an
ambitious long-term rewilding project.
Although maintaining deer numbers at an
acceptable level is essential to the project’s
success, the Trust has recently announced
that all guest stalking will cease from
October this year.

The move is said to have followed
sustained pressure from animal rights
activists who object to what they
dismiss as trophy hunting. No doubt the
campaigners will consider this a victory,
though it’s difficult to see just how the deer
will benefit. The cull will continue, the only
difference being that it will be conducted
by estate staff.

At some £700 a stag, the final 30
bookings taken for the 2025 season will
bring in a significant £21,000. Although
only a small fraction of what has been
generated in previous years, it still
represents a lost annual income that
could have gone a long way towards
the cost of employing regular stalkers
or funding conservation activities. It's
unlikely, though, that the campaigners
would consider compensating for such
losses from their own funds, not to
mention the impact on local businesses
that also benefit from the presence of
visiting stalkers.

No doubt a well-funded conservation
charity like the Durrell Wildlife
Conservation Trust can afford to give
up this valuable source of income, but
other landowners may not have such a
luxury. Cull plans inevitably include male
animals with antlers, so allowing visiting
sportsmen and women to shoot deer -
which must be shot anyway - as part of
avital land management activity can form
an important part of business models.

The British Deer Society (BDS) has
examined the issue of trophy hunting
in depth and respects the rights of UK
landowners to determine their own
deer management objectives within the
provisions of the law. We also believe
that the keeping of by-products such as
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antlers resulting from a balanced cull can
be entirely appropriate, and we respect
the right of the individual to exercise their
personal preferences in these cases.
Paying guests may not always be
as efficient as professional stalkers
where culling is concerned, but their
contributions support the employment of
In-house staff who do the less glamorous
bulk of the work. This is just one easily
overlooked but vital connection between
sport hunting, culling and conservation. As
far as the deer are concerned, it matters

not who pulls the trigger.

Eurasian lynx
Undeterred by the Scottish First Minister

ruling out reintroductions of lynx, and
Natural England’s rejection of a previous
application to release the animals in
Northumberland's Kielder Forest, the
Missing Lynx Project has continued
to press for reintroducing the Eurasian
lynx to the UK. -
One argument put forward by rewilding
enthusiasts is that apex predators may
address increasing deer numbers, though it
must be asked whether this is necessary or
even practical here. UK deer management
is already conducted by shooting under a
recognised code of best practice, with an
established processing and supply industry
passing carcasses into the human food

chain as a healthy source of protein.

A lynx preying predominantly on roe
deer might consume around 60 a year,
meaning that huge numbers would
be needed to even make a dent in roe
populations. They would pose little threat
to adult deer of the larger species. In
the meantime, we remain concerned by
the potential threat these solitary and
secretive animals might offer to sensitive
wildlife, livestock and other interests.

The Missing Lynx Project has been
invited to join the BDS Hot Topic panel
discussions an reintroductions at the 2026
Stalking Show. We very much hope that
it will take this opportunity to make its
case and discuss its proposals with an
informed audience. &

2> The full BDS position statements on
trophy hunting and the reintroduction
of large predators can be read at
bit.ly/bdshottopic

(XD Join the BDS to supportits 1.
vital national work. You'll receive a
quarterly journal Deer and regular
e-newsletter DeerBytes with the

latest news, events and updates. Its

16 regional branches provide further
opportunities to meet like-minded
enthusiasts and take partin range
days, social events and other activities.
Find out more at bds.org.uk
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